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all the knights of the military orders, and likewise by
a little band of Scots under the good Lord James of
Douglas, on their way to lay the heart of Robert Bruce
in the Holy Sepulchre. As there was no fighting to be
had at Jerusalem, and they had learnt, on putting in at
Lisbon, that so grand an opportunity of striking a blow
at the Infidel was to be had, they thought that to join
in the combat was an excellent mode of fulfilling their
vow.
Pedro IV. of Aragon, remained in reserve, but the
two Alfonsos—the Eleventh of Castille, and the Fourth
of Portugal—united their forces and marched to-relieve
Don Juan Alonso de Benavides, who had for five
months been holding out Tarifa with constancy worthy
of Guzman el Bueno himself, and detaining the enemy
before the walls, in spite of the cannon of the Moors
brought from Damascus, and of the loss of many of the
Castilian ships, which had been taken by the Africans,
while endeavouring to bring him provisions..
The city is on a rocky islet, between which and the
mainland flows the river, called El Salado, from its
brackish waters. On the farther side were encamped
the Moorish host; and on the 29th of October, 1340,
the two Christian kings endeavoured to force their
passage to the beleaguered city. The ford was
defended by the troops of Granada, who fought so
bravely that the Castilians were driven back ; and
James of Douglas, thinking all was lost, took from his
breast the case containing the heart of Bruce, and
crymg " Go first, as was thy wont," flung it into the
thickest of the foe, dashed after it, and fell, lying over
it, so as to cover it with his body.
Meantime   two   brothers,   Garcias   and   Gonzalo

